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b ruta l t hi n g s t o an i m al s w i l l do t he m t o p e o p l e . Not ever y b o dy ,
but m a n y o f t he peop l e who ar e f oun d t o hav e d o ne t e r r i b l e
things to people started with animals. Almos t wi t h o u t
exception, those young people who were what we called the
shooters at these schools had started out doing torturous things
to animals. Jeffrey Dahmer, the one murdered all those young
men, ate parts of the i r bod ies, sto red oth er parts in his
refrigerator and freezer, started out by torturing animals. N ot
t oo l o n g ag o , i n Om a ha , j u st a ma t t e r o f d ay s , a f ema l e p i t b u l l
was found outside a man's house. He heard the dog moan ing.
When he went outside, he saw her bloody and wounded. So he went
in the ho u se, be cause he was going to give the dog some food.
When he came back out, she had managed to drag herself, from the
b ack, up onto his porch, and she wa s som ewhat co mbative a n d
wouldn't let him on his porch, so he nevertheless came around
and set some food near her and called the Humane Society. When
their people came, they were stunned. Never had they seen such
savagery, brutality, and barbarism inflicted on a living
creature by a hu man being. There were numerous stab wounds.
They f e e l t h a t a ma ch e t e - l i k e i mp l em e n t may h av e b e e n u se d ,
because one of the wounds on the head had cut all the way to the
skull and maybe hav e exp osed part of the brain. T here was a
gash running across the front of the face, from one eye to the
other. One of the stab wounds in the face was so violently done
that it broke several of the teeth. Then there were gouges and
injuries on other parts of the animal. N aturally, they could
not save her life, so they had to euthanize her. When those who
had dealt with t he ani mal were talking about it on the news,
t hey had a b i t of di f f i cul t y di sc u s s i n g i t , and e x p r e s se d t he i r
serious concern that anybody who would do this is dangerous, not
just to other animals, but to human beings. A nd when I looked
at what had happened to that dog, I could not put myself in a
frame of m in d where I could do something like that to a living
a nimal . And he d i d n ' t k i l l i t . I sa y " h e . " May b e i t wa s a
woman. I don't know. But the people who worked with the Humane
Societ y i mm ed i a t e l y s t ar t ed r ai s i ng m oney f o r a r ew a r d . They
started with $500. Somebody told me it may be up to $4,000 now.
And I ho p e t h ey ca t ch t he p e r so n w h o d i d i t . Bu t t h e p e na l t y i s
based on a Class I misdemeanor. The maximum is si x mon ths in
jail. Since this bill will take effect after that incident, it
wil l n o t h av e a ny i mp a c t on t he i n d i v i d u a l wh o c ommi t t ed t h a t
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